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Toronto Zoo warns visitors not to show videos to their ‘fascinated’ gorillas

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections#news
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections#news
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections#news
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/v/va-ve/verity-bowman/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/v/va-ve/verity-bowman/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/v/va-ve/verity-bowman/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/v/va-ve/verity-bowman/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/v/va-ve/verity-bowman/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/s/su-sz/susie-coen/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/s/su-sz/susie-coen/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/s/su-sz/susie-coen/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F&text=Toronto+Zoo+warns+visitors+not+to+show+videos+to+their+%E2%80%98fascinated%E2%80%99+gorillas
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F&text=Toronto+Zoo+warns+visitors+not+to+show+videos+to+their+%E2%80%98fascinated%E2%80%99+gorillas
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F&text=Toronto+Zoo+warns+visitors+not+to+show+videos+to+their+%E2%80%98fascinated%E2%80%99+gorillas
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Toronto+Zoo+warns+visitors+not+to+show+videos+to+their+%E2%80%98fascinated%E2%80%99+gorillas&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Toronto+Zoo+warns+visitors+not+to+show+videos+to+their+%E2%80%98fascinated%E2%80%99+gorillas&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Toronto+Zoo+warns+visitors+not+to+show+videos+to+their+%E2%80%98fascinated%E2%80%99+gorillas&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fworld-news%2F2023%2F07%2F12%2Fstop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/royal-family/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/royal-family/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/royal-family/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/style/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/style/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/style/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/royal-family/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/style/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/all-sections#news
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/#comment
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/#comment
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/#comment
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/#comment
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/#comment
FCSStaff
Typewritten Text
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-gorillas-videos-phones-canada-zoo-behaviour/


Toronto Zoo says 13-year-old Nassir is very interested in screen time CREDIT: Rick Madonik/Toronto Star

Toronto Zoo warns visitors not to show videos to their ‘fascinated’ gorillas https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/07/12/stop-showing-goril...
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But Nassir, aged 13, is a Western lowland gorilla and his behaviour so concerned Canadian 

zookeepers that they have put up signs around his enclosure asking visitors not to show 
him any more footage. 

Videos and photos shown to apes on mobile phones "can be upsetting and affect their 

relationships and behaviour within the family", the signs at Toronto Zoo read. 

Zoo patrons have taken in recent years to showing_gorillas videos on their phones and 

recording the reaction to share on social media. 

But it has left some of the animals glued to mobiles. Toronto Zoo says that Nassir is the 

"the epitome of a teenager" who is "fascinated by videos and screen time would dominate 

his life if he had his way". 

"Nassir, in particular, was really interested in seeing different videos. I think, mostly, he 

was seeing videos of other animals. But, I think what is really important is that he's able to 

just hang out with his brother and be a gorilla;' said Hollie Ross, a behavioural husbandry 

supervisor at the zoo. 
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Maria Franke, the zoo's director of wildlife conservation and welfare, said Nassir "was just 

so enthralled with gadgets and phones and the videos" he was becoming distracted and 
not interacting with other gorillas. 

The ape now appears to have grown out of his fascination with the devices after the ban, 

Ms Franke said. 

She told the Toronto Star: "It's like Nassir was a little boy, all he wanted to do was sit in the 

basement and play games on the computer". 

"I'm not really sure what the content of the videos was. Was it gorillas in the wild? I have 

no idea. Was it a cartoon? I have no idea. But obviously, there was something that was 
attracting him to it:' 

It comes after a Chicago zoo was forced to install a rope line a few feet away from the glass 

partition between visitors and the apes after experts noted that apes distracted by phones 

had begun to show behavioural changes. 

Lincoln Park Zoo employees were concerned gorilla Amare's interest in the devices could 
see him become a target for bullying after the ape was "glued to a cell phone" when a 

fellow ape "rushed him". 
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Signs have been posted around the apes’ enclosures at the zoo to remind visitors to stick to the rules CREDIT: Richard

Lautens/Toronto Star

Sign up to the From The US Editor Newsletter for stories, insight and opinions to help you

make sense of the rapidly changing geopolitical landscape
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